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HONG KONG STANCE 


China says US action on Hong 
Kong is ‘doomed to fail? A8 


FALL SPORTS PLAN 


Plans in the works on how high 
school sports may look in the fall. E1 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Tracing efforts fall on local officials 


After state system stumbles, cities make their own plans 


By EDMUND H. MAHONY 


As apparent glitches delay full 
operation of the Lamont adminis- 
tration’s ambitious plan for a high- 
tech, statewide contact tracing sys- 
tem, cities and towns are making 
tracing plans of their own to contain 
an anticipated increase in co- 
ronavirus infections as businesses 
and other institutions reopen 
through June and into summer. 


Dementia 
patients 


hit hard by 


pandemic 


Caring for an already 
fragile population even 
more challenging now 


By DANIELA ALTIMARI 


Kathryn Kosilla last glimpsed 
her husband of 62 years through 
the window of the dementia unit 
of a locked-down nursing home, 
where he lay unconscious as 
nurses held his hands. 

Wallace “Wally” Kosilla, 82, 
would soon be dead of COVID-9 
complications. For this tough 
former Marine, it was a swift final 
battle following a long struggle 
with Alzheimer’s disease. 

The father of four and grand- 
father of 10 who lived in Windsor 
for nearly five decades and loved 
English bulldogs and tending to 
his garden is one of 3,868 people 
in Connecticut to die of co- 
ronavirus complications as of 
Friday afternoon. 

The virus has raced through 
end-of-life facilities: state data 
shows 2,398 confirmed and prob- 
able COVID-19 deaths in nursing 
homes through Wednesday, the 
most recent statistics available. 
These fragile patients now ac- 
count for more than 60% of all 
COVID4~19 fatalities in Connecti- 
cut. 

The state has not released an 
accounting of how many deaths 
involve people with dementia. 
But nearly half of all nursing 
home residents have been diag- 
nosed with Alzheimer’s or 
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Local health directors said last 
week they continue to have 
trouble mastering the software 
at the heart of the state system, 
designed as a front-line, epide- 
miological tool to isolate and 
contain new infections. There 
also are early reports as the 
system gears up that those in- 
fected by the virus and those 
who have been exposed are 
deleting automated alerts from 


mobile telephones, mistaking 
the health department messages 
as spam. 

Hartford is putting together a 
contract tracing program of its 
own, recruiting medical school 
volunteers from UConn and ap- 
plying for grant money. During a 
conference call late last week, 
health directors from about 40 
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The day’s events 


> Connecticut towns are creating their own contact tracing plans 
to help stem the tide of COVID-19. 

> The US. Supreme Court rejects an appeal by a California church 
challenging state limits on attendance at worship services that have 
been imposed to contain the spread of the coronavirus. A4 

> Connecticut reports 42 more coronavirus-related deaths 
Saturday, bringing the total to 3,912. Another 260 confirmed cases 
brings the state’s total to 42,022. B1 

> After the food pantry at a local church shuts down due to the 
coronavirus, a Barkhamsted woman steps up to help fill the void. B1 
> School districts around the state are finding creative ways to 
adapt their traditional graduation ceremonies to a reality that still 
calls for social distancing. B1 


CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP 


Launch into history 
Arocket ship built by Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX company thunders away 
from Earth with two Americans on 
board Saturday, ushering ina new 
erain commercial space travel and 
putting the United States back in 
the business of launching 
astronauts into orbit from U.S. soil 
for the first time in nearly a decade. 
World & Nation, Page A7 
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A BIZARRE, 
TRAGIC SPREE 
FINALLY ENDS 


How police apprehended Peter Manfredonia, 
the UConn student suspected in two killings 


By DANIELA ALTIMARI, DAVE ALTIMARI AND DAVID OWENS 


early 24 hours after breaking into a home in eastern 

Connecticut — hiding from police seeking to question 

him about a violent killing with a samurai sword — Peter 

Manfredonia grabbed food, guns and car keys and told his 
hostage it was all “gonna end in a shootout or a death row thing,” 
according to a law enforcement source. 

The 6-foot-3 University of Connecticut finance and engineering 
student allegedly stole the man’s vehicle and fled. By the time he was 
caught in the woods behind a truck stop in western Maryland, more 
than 300 miles from the bloody murder scene in rural Willington, he 
had killed a former Newtown High School classmate, kidnapped 
that man’s girlfriend and stolen at least two cars, police said. 

Manfredonia, 23, eluded a multistate manhunt for six days. When 
police finally caught up with him at the Pilot Travel Center in 
Hagerstown, Md., just after 9 p.m. Wednesday, he did not surrender, 
an official said, but also did not fight when officers rushed him and 
ordered him to the ground. 

“Everyone was on the parking lot of the Pilot when the suspect 
came out from between two trucks and acted like he was going into 
the store,” Washington County Sheriff Doug Mullendore told The 
Herald-Mail of Hagerstown. 

“We had been searching for him in that area and basically had 
reconvened at the Pilot? Mullendore said. ”That’s when he came 
out. I guess he didn’t realize there were so many cops there, because 
everybody was in plain clothes and plain cars.” 

Manfredonia is expected to face murder, home invasion and 
kidnapping charges. He waived extradition during a brief court 
hearing Thursday in Hagerstown and is expected to appear back ina 
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1 more coronavirus tests 


s |in more locations 


March in 


Hartford 
draws 1K 
protesters 


Killing of George Floyd 
fuels rallies across area 


By DANIELA ALTIMARI 


HARTFORD — Chanting 
“Black lives matter” and “no 
peace, no justice,” a huge crowd 
took to the streets of Hartford on 
Saturday afternoon in an expres- 
sion of rage and grief over the 
spate of killings by police across 
the US. 

Elle Morgan brought her 
young son, who clutched a sign 
that read “I’m 2 and I’m already 
fighting for my life.” 

“Were still fighting for civil 
rights,” Morgan said. “Just stop 
killing us.” 

Like much of the crowd, Mor- 
gan heard about the rally just 

hours earlier, 


1 when a friend 
Inside texted her a fly- 


Protests er. 

continue Hartford po- 
around the lice said there 
nation as were no arrests 
Pentagon in connection 


stands by.A4 with the protest. 

Anti-racism ral- 
lies were also held Saturday in 
New London and Bridgeport, 
where marchers closed down a 
portion of Route 8. State police 
late Saturday night said two 
people were arrested for blocking 
the highway. They didn’t release 
names or charges. 

In Hartford, the multiracial, 
mostly masked crowd gathered at 
noon in front of the carousel in 
Bushnell Park. Together the 
group marched to the Hartford 
Public Safety complex down the 
street. Some people held signs 
that read “Enough,” and “I can’t 
breathe,” echoing the words of 
George Floyd, who was killed five 
days ago by police officers in 
Minneapolis. 

A video of Floyd pleading that 
he could not breathe while hand- 
cuffed with an officer kneeling on 
his neck sparked horror and 
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Visit HartfordHealthCare.org/testing 
to learn how to get a test. 


